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wounds exposed to the piercing air, while the blood, freez-

ing as it flows, binds them to the earth, amid the trampling

of horses, and the insults of an enraged foe.

8. If they are spared by the humanity of the enemy, and

carried from the field, it is but a prolongation of the tor-

ment. Conveyed in uneasy vehicles, often to a remote dis-

tance, through roads almost impassable, they are lodged

in ill-prepared receptacles for the wounded and sick, where

the variety of distress baffles all the efforts of humanity and

skill, and renders it impossible to give to each the attention

he demands.

9. Far from their native home, no tender assiduities of

friendship, no well-known voice, no wife, or mother, or

sister, are near to soothe their sorrows, relieve their thirst,

or close their eyes in death ! Unhappy man ! and must

you be swept into the grave unnoticed and unnumbered,

and no friendly tear be shed for your sufferings, or mingled

with your dust ?

10. We must remember, however, that as a very small

proportion of military life is spent in actual combat, so it

is a very small part of its miseries which must be ascribed

to this source. More are consumed by the rust of inactivi-

ty than by the edge of the sword ; confined to a scanty or

unwholesome diet, exposed to sickly climates, harassed with

tiresome marches and perpetual alarms ; their life is a con-

tinual scene of hardships and dangers. They grow familiar

with hunger, cold, and watchfulness. Crowded into hospi-

tals and prisons, contagion spreads among their ranks, till

the ravages of disease exceed those of the enemy.

11. We have hitherto only adverted to the sufferings of

those who are engaged in the profession of arms, without

taking into our account the situation of the countries which

are the scenes of hostilities. How dreadful to hold every

thing at the mercy of an enemy, and to receive life itself as

a boon dependent on the sword !

12. How boundless the fears which such a situation must
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